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Fr. Mark Miller, C.Ss.R. – National Praeses!!!
           In the Gospel of Mark—chronologically the first of the four Gospels to be written 
down—there is an astonishing portrait of the apostles and disciples throughout the 
entire Gospel.  They simply do not understand that Jesus is the Messiah who must first 
suffer and die before entering his glory.  Perhaps even more interesting is the realization 
that the original version of Mark’s Gospel ends at the tomb and not with a story of the 
Resurrection.  Comparisons of the earliest known manuscripts of the Gospel confirm 
this, and we know it was only later that subsequent scribes added a Resurrection story 
cobbled together from the other Gospels.!!
           Nonetheless, the Gospel of Mark opens unequivocally with the words, “Here 
begins the Gospel (Good News) of Jesus Christ (the Greek “Christos” is “Messiah” in 
Hebrew), the Son of God.”  It seems that despite the disciples lack of belief and 
understanding, Mark is showing Jesus single-mindedly carrying out his mission.  Then 
the Resurrection not only confirms what he taught, it also does not need to be included 
in the story because true disciples now live only in the life of the Resurrected Christ.!!
           The Acts of the Apostles (written by Luke) then shows the transforming power of 
the Resurrection that takes place in the apostles and disciples .  These men, who fled 
when Jesus was arrested and killed, now go where the Spirit sends them, even to the 
point of martyrdom, and testify that Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation to all—
forgiveness of sins, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promise of eternal life with him. !!
     Many today are skeptical about the claims of Christians that we follow one who has 
risen from the dead.  Yet, even St. Paul in his time understood one thing about those 
who denied the Resurrection:  “…if Christ was not raised, your faith is worthless.  You 
are still in your sins…and we are the most pitiable of human beings.” (ICor 15:17-19) 
 But the Truth is alive and in our midst and filling us with life and hope.  In our Easter 
celebrations we not only remember what Christ has done for us; we also enter into what 
Christ is now doing for us, bringing us the salvific love of God.  We become part of 
Christ’s saving actions!  Liturgy takes us beyond time and space so that we are 
(liturgically, but really) part of the saving mission of Jesus—his Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection. !!
           And so, far from being the most pitiable of human beings, we are the most 
graced for we live in the Truth by the power of the Spirit. !!



           May the Joy of our Gospel fill your hearts both at Easter and through every 
moment of your lives.  And may we rejoice together in our community of faith, knowing 
that we are God’s family in a very special way through our Lord and Brother, Jesus. !!
           True Kolping!!!!
       National President's Report !
  One of the best feeling in the World is knowing that your presence and your absence both 
mean something to someone. !
  Welcome back to a new year in our Kolping life. 2013 was a special and busy year; I take 
it that you all celebrated the 200th birthday the proper way. 
   Our collection toward the birthday brought in $3,000, and we took another $2,000 from 
the National account.  The money went to Kolping International;  as a result, the 
International Praeses sent a very nice thank you letter* to our Nat. Treasurer (see below).  
  Spring will arrive soon. We all know the many beautiful songs and poems written in our 
old, native  language about this wonderful season.  Let us all hope that Spring will find you 
in good spirits and good health. 
  May the Easter season give you new hope and new meaning and appreciation of life. On 
behalf of all Kolping executives abroad and in Canada, I wish you a happy, healthy and holy 
Easter. !
Yours in Kolping - Steve  !!
*Dear Kolping Sister Inge Baumstark: !
  Thank you very much for the allocation of funds in the amount of $5,000 by the Kolping 
Society of Canada. 
  I am very grateful for this fantastic sign of solidarity with the International Kolping 
Society and the brothers and sisters in the Kolping Society who are in need of our support. 
  We have finished a fantastic year with lots of celebrations on the occasion of Adolph 
Kolping's 200th anniversary.  Let us remember once again his visions and ideals that 
encourage us to bring his ideas into the 21st century, and to live them every day. 
  You also have a part in that and I would like to thank you  very much for your participation 
and contribution. 
  I wish all the sisters and  brothers in the Kolping Society of Canada a  blessed new year 
2014. !
Best regards from Cologne, and TREU KOLPING !
Msgr. Ottmar Dillenburg 
General Praeses !!
    Report from Kolping Hamilton !!
Just a brief update from our previous report. 
  Our last meeting in 2013 took place on November 30. which was also our Annual Meeting. 
All executives remained the same, namely: 
  



Uschi Burchert - President 
Anne Klaas - Secretary 
Gisela Vert - Treasurer 
  
  On Dec. 8/13 we accepted Kolping Toronto's invitation to celebrate with them Father 
Kolping's 200th birthday. We enjoyed spending that day with the members of Kolping 
Toronto and thank them for their hospitality. 
  There will be no further meetings until May, however, our ladies are still meeting regularly 
for their Craft group. 
  
Treu Kolping,   Win Klaas !
     
    Report from Kolping Edmonton !
  Spring has officially arrived, but here on the prairies mother nature has not gotten the 
message. Despite our weather we have begun the new year with continued wonderful 
attendance at our monthly meetings. Many have to drive long distances and yet we boast 
30-35 people for each meeting.  

  We held the executive elections and except for a new vice-president, Thea Tucker, all other 
positions are unchanged. Our agenda for the year is full of work, fun and educational talks 
as we try to stay active and relevant.   This month we have invited a speaker, a priest who 
serves the first nations people. Appropriate in this year of Peace and Reconciliation in 
Canada.  

  Easter blessings to all of our Kolping families in Canada. We wish you health and the 
beautiful promise of Spring.  

Treu Kolping, Donna Novak  !!
    News from Kolping Toronto 
  
   Our most anticipated event of 2013 took place on Sunday, Dec. 8th , when we celebrated 
the 200th Anniversary of Kolping's birth.  Werner Scheliga had accepted the task of 
organizing the event and as result  - everything went very smoothly. We started with Mass 
at 10 am, con-celebrated by Fr. Miller and Fr. Hoeppe, followed by lunch and speeches in the 
church hall.  We used this occasion to recognize 3 special membership anniversaries - 60 
yrs. for Peter Wuebbolt and Steve Salb and 50 yrs. for Joe Wuebbolt.  Over 100 friends and 
members from far and near attended, including a small delegation of Hamilton members, 
whoM we were so happy to see.  Thanks to everyone present for making this such a 
memorable occasion. 
  
  Following our Annual General Meeting on Sunday, Jan. 12, 2014 - our new executive 
consists of:    
  
Praeses - Rev. Fr. Mark  Miller CSsR 
President - Henry Buss 
Vice President - George Hoedlmoser 
Secretary - Ann Salb                                                                  
Treasurer - Reinhard Drobig !



Other executive  members are Linda and Eddy Urwalek, Hedwig Hoedlmoser, Steve Salb, 
Clara Wuebolt and Karl Wiker. 
  For many years Kolping has been holding its annual "lenten meal" with proceeds going to 
Share Life - the annual charitable appeal of the Archdiocese of Toronto.  As usual, about 10 
ladies made their pot of pea soup and brought it to church. 
Thanks in great part to the faithful support of the male choir "Harfentoene" and their wives 
who came for the lunch, we took in $2008.20 for the cause. Great job! 
  Everyone I talk to seems to complain about the l-o-n-g, hard winter we've had, and how 
spring can't come soon enough. Well, we wish you all a rejuvenating spring and Easter, and 
a relaxing summer. 
  
Treu Kolping, Ann Salb !
  
    Report from Kolping Vancouver !
  Born into the family of a poor shepherd, Adolph Kolping didn’t seem to have much of a 
chance in life, yet, through his unshakable faith in God, love of young people and tireless 
work, he rose above all odds to become the founder of a worldwide movement of over 
400,000 members in over 60 countries.  On December 8th we celebrated the 200th birthday 
of our founder.  After celebrating Mass, we enjoyed a catered buffet dinner, which was a 
welcome treat for the same group of people who is always willing to pitch in with the 
preparations.  Following the dinner, Father Boniface spoke about Kolping and the dismal 
conditions of the Industrial Revolution that existed during his life, incomprehensible in our 
present age.  In contrast to his contemporary, Karl Marx, Kolping did not choose to remedy 
the suffering of people through a class struggle, but rather by an inner change of values 
regarding family, work, church and society.   
  On this occasion we were happy to honour two long-standing members for their loyalty to 
our movement: Winfried Knoll for 60 years, and Wolfgang Araszewski for 50 years.  This day 
also coincided with the initiation of the first ten female members 40 years ago: Ursula 
Diersch, Brigitte Fengler, Barbara Hawelka, Gisela Howald, Gerda Paul, Heli Pauw, Hildegard 
Rumpf, Hildegard Sauter, Heidi Stolting and Rose Vetter - sadly, Brigitte and Gerda have 
passed away.  Five ladies were able to attend and accept their awards.  As we can well 
remember, allowing the women to join in 1973 had given cause to some consternation, 
especially among some of our men, but we can safely say in hindsight that this step brought 
about a change for the better. 
   Our El Salvador project, which we have been financially supporting for a number of years, 
is reaping rewards.  Thanks to the vision and untiring efforts of Father Montoya and his 
dedicated assistant, Douglas, they are now providing employment and training to twelve 
young people in their bakery and cyber café.  Plans are underway for the eventual founding 
of the first Kolping Family in that country. 
   Our Annual Meeting on February 9th, hosted by Erika Fahrmann and Elisabeth Lange, was 
fairly routine with reports and re-election of three executive members.  Our executive 
roster:  !
Praeses: Father Anthony Boniface 
President: Horst Zimmermann 
1st Vice-President: Günther Vetter 
2nd Vice-President: Gustavo Romero 
Secretary: Erika Zimmermann 
Treasurer: Wolfgang Araszewski 
Social Convenor: Erika Fahrmann 



Editor/Publisher & Reporter to KCNL: Rose Vetter !
     Sadly, we lost two more members in the past months.  Ernst Eckerlin, our long-time 
friend and honorary member, passed away on October 30.  Maria Schwenk, our oldest 
member, died peacefully in her sleep, just three weeks short of her 92nd birthday.  May the 
Lord grant them both eternal rest. 
     Spring is finally here, the time of year that witnesses the return of the snowbirds (the 
wingless ones) from warmer climes.  To our friends in central and eastern Canada, who 
have experienced an unusually cold, brutal winter, we hope you will soon be enjoying 
warmer weather.   
On behalf of Kolping Vancouver, I wish you all the blessings of hope and love of our risen 
Lord. 
Rose Vetter !
    Report from Kolping Winnipeg !!
  Is there anyone out there who does not know that Winnipeg has just had the worst winter 
in 64 years?  Didn't think so. (It's snowing again right now, on April 3!)  All Manitobans  
joined voices yet again in another endless litany of complaints, but mostly everyone's just 
been trying not to flip out completely.  Cabin fever or just plain cabin rage? 
    
  Kolping in Winnipeg, too, has been quietly held up, waiting impatiently for Spring.  At our 
last Communion Breakfast in March, in the absence of our president Joe Knoll (who was off 
somewhere in California), our Vice President, Wolfgang Kubisch, presented Fred Gunkel with 
his pin and certificate to mark his 50 years years in Kolping.  Fred is a quiet, gentle man 
and a great help and support in Kolping.  Congratulations, Fred!  In spite of the poor 
turnout, it was a good meeting. 
  
  The turnout at this event was unusually small, only about 35 members attended.  Hope it's 
not another sign of the times. Some members were sick, some were away, and some no 
doubt stayed home  because of the weather.  We look forward to a  better turnout at our 
next event. !
  Our Annual General Meeting was held in early January.  All Executive Positions remained 
the same for another year:   
Joe Knoll remains president, Wolfgang Kubish is our VP, Tony Gerstner is treasurer, Regina 
Knoll is secretary, Margret Littau is Social Chair.  The only changes were in the 
convenorships: !
November 30 Communion Breakfast - Elena and tony Gerstner 
Picnic (Aug. long week-end) -  Bill Burchuk  
Sunday  Coffee - Regina Knoll 
Phoning Committee - Louise Eckes, Kathy Schoffner, Hildegard Kessling 
Reporter to the Messenger - Hans Kessling 
Auditors - Steve Keicher and Adolf Kussmann 
Christmas party - Frank Strauss (Regina will do the shopping.) 
March 16 Communion Breakfast - Magda and Wolfgang Kubisch 
Editor/publisher to the KCNL:  Regina Knoll !
 We were happy to send our $1000 to Cologne (via Toronto) toward a project somewhere in 
the world where Kolping is active.  Although we are no longer a valid, National Kolping 
society here in Canada (not enough members or locals),  we are still committed to the 
Kolping ideal.  Kolping has been part of most of our lives and it will stay that way.  



Congratulations to the other Canadian societies who also contributed, and to Steve, a true 
Kolping son and our national president, who pushed us all toward the goal. !
We wish everyone a happy Easter, and Treu Kolping!  Hans Kessling/Regina Knoll 
             

Editor:  June 28 this year marks the 100th anniversary of the beginning of World War I.   
Did you remember?  Germany, France, Russia, Austria-Hungary, and Britain attempted to keep 
the lid on the simmering cauldron of imperialist and nationalist tensions in the Balkans to 
prevent a general European war, to no avail.  It was supposed to be "the war to end all wars";  it 
is to laugh. And Putin is still at it!  Over the years I've tried to read about it, but it disgusts and 
makes me angry each time.  Politics is such a filthy business.   I offer here a poem by the tragic 
Austrian Georg Trakl.  Unfortunately, it's in German, but that can't be helped.  RK 

Die Schlacht von Grodek: 

Am Abend tönen die herbstlichen Wälder      

\Von tödlichen Waffen, die goldnen Ebenen 

Und blauen Seen, darüber die Sonne       

Dustrer hin rollt; umfängt die Nacht 

Sterbende Krieger,  die wilde Klage      

Ihrer zerbrochenen Münder.  

Doch stille sammelt im Weiden Grund        

Rotes Gewölk, darin in zürnender Gott wohnt 

Das vergossene Blut sich, mondne Kühle;      

Alle Strassen mündet in schwarze Verwesung. 

Unter goldnem Gezweig der Nach und Sternen      

Es schwankt der Schwester Schatten durch den schweigenden Hain, 

Zu grüssen die Geister der Helden, die blutenden Häupter;      

Und leise tonen im Rohr die dunklen Flöten des Herbstes. 

O stolzere Trauer!  ihr ehernen Altäre        

Die heisse Flamme des Geistes nährt heute ein gewaltiger Schmerz,     

Die ungeborenen Enkel.  

My mother's only brother, a handsome, dark-haired man, was a Russian prisoner of war.  
Miraculously, he knocked on my grandparents' door one evening in 1928, having walked alone 
from Siberia.  One can only imagine the scene - they had thought him dead all those years.  He 
was one of the lucky ones - he and three of his five sisters immigrated to the US in 1931, and 
lived full and happy lives there. But how many lives were erased or forever changed?  RK 

   


